2001: A SPACE ; comics §) 
ODYSSEY ,y 


RA BEGIN A NEW JOURNEY TO THE STARS-AND BEYOND! 


‘FROM OUT OF THE MONOLITH-- THE) 
MOST AWESOME CREATION OF ALL! — 


—s~ucwse SPACE e ObDsSots 
LET TERE N’INKEP . COLOREP BY . ENIOVER? BY 
8Y ANKE ROVER ° G, ROUSSOS BOOPWIN 


TMIS 1S THE OPYSSEY OF X-S4- “THINKING” COMPUTERS HE IS ABOUT TO 'FACE THE WORLP 
AS IT (S--A WORL? NOT QUITE REAPY FOR WIS KING! ANP, AS IT POES TO ALL OF US, THE WORL? 
WILL MAKE OF HIM WHAT HE /S TO BECOMES WHAT WILL BE THE FATE OF THE ULTIMATE WEAPON, 


ee AS A MAN 2? REAP-- BUT hf OF 4 SUPER -HEROM! 


IVE BEEN BUT-- THE 
> HUNTED, WEAPONS. 
-BIREP UPON, & SYSTEM IN 


AVENGE THIS 
GREATEST . 
INPIGNITY 


S 


‘Qs Pa 


2001, A SPACE ODYSSEY™is published by MARVEL COMICS GROUP, OFFICE OF PUBLICA’ 
10022. Published monthly. Copyright©1977 by Marvel Comics Group. A Division of Cadence Industries Corporation. James E. Galton, President. Based 
on’ material copyright©1968 by Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer, Inc. All rights 575 Madison Avenue, New York, N.Y. 10022. Vol. 1, No. 9, 


August, 1977 issue. Price 30¢ per copy in the U.S. and Canada. Subscription rate $4.00 for 12 issues. Canada, $5.00. Foreign, $8. No 
similarity between any of the names, characters, persons, and/or institutions in this magazine with those of any living or dead person or institution is 
intended, and any such simitarity which may exist is purely coincidental. Printed in the United States of America. This periodical may not be sold except 
hy authorized dealers and is sold subject to the conditions that it shall not besold or distributed with any part of its cover or markings removed, nor in a 


mutilated condition. 


THAT MOAMAN FACE MAY HAVE 

BEEN WELPEP TO THIS METAL 

HEAP --BUT IT 1S MINES IT 
BELONGS TO MEW 


AN? IT/LL TAKE MORE 
THAN AN ARMY OF 
SECURITY MEN TO KEEP 
ME FROM GETTING IT @ 
BACKS fs 


THE SONIC BAZOOKA WRITHES (N BRIGHT FLAME 


LiKE A STRICKEN SERPENT BEFORE THE SUN*= 
FIRE REACHES (TE VITALS. 


ANE GLENCES 
ITS CPEAPLY VOICE... Bape 


My FIRST MOVE MUST BE TO 

LEAVE THIS CELL--BUT IF I DARE 

TO TURN THE POORKNOB, IT 

WILL ‘TRIGGER A A/OBEN SONIC 
BAZOOKA ., 


MY CIRCUITS WILL HAVE TO 
MATCH THE AUTOMATIC 
SWIFTNESS OF THE UNSEEN 

wa MECHANISM ¢ 


MACHINE 
AGAINST MACHINE! 
ONE SHALL ESCAPE 
THIS CRAMPED CELL-- 

THE OTHER SHALL 
WITHER \N A SMALL 

INFERNO OF 

SOLAR HEAT YS 


as 


j FAREWELL, 
BROTHER 


THAT INFERNAL 
MACHINE IS LOOSE/ 
HOW DIP HE--7 


$0..,.THE TOUCH OF STEEL FINGERS 

MAKES YOU UNCOMFORTABLE , EH? 

VP CRY FOR YOU, IF IL HAP THE 

PROPER TEAR PUCTS/ 
NOW... WHO 
REMOVE? MY 
FACE? --AN? 
WHERE WAS ~ 

IT TAKEN /? 


HONESTLY 
rg ee 


BUT 7 IT POESN“T COMPLITE AS FAR 
AS I/M CONCERNEP / I/LL HAN?LE 
ANYTHING THAT'S THROWN AT ME/ 


7 I-L CAN’T--/ 
=I == WOM TL 


COOL THE ABVECTIVES, 
MISTER! I DON’T TAKE 


L&T ME GO» PAMN 
YOU/ THIS IS A BIG 
COMPLEX/ IT'S HEAVILY 
GUARPEP!/ IF IM 
HARMED, YOULL BE RE- 
OUCEP TO NUTS ANP 
@0L7TS / 


FIN? IT MYSELF/ 
BUT NOT BEFORE 
I APMINISTER 
A LITTLE 
SHOCK 
THERAPY / 


I/VE HEAR? 
THAT STORY 
¢ 


it og 


CONTINUED AFTER NEXT PA 


SOON; AFTER THE GUARP FASSES OUT...» | | WITHIN THE THROAT OF &-$/, THE RECORPER 
eo WHICH HAS TAPEP THE VOICE OF THE GUARP 
IVE BORROWED (S ACTIVATED... 


HIS HELMET 
IWLL FEEP 


LET- 516 -C-0-m- 


THIS 1S. A BIG COMPLEX! H THE TROOPS 

IT'S HEAVILY GUARCED!S On ee acne THAT 
(6 IR HARMED YOULL Me MACHINE 1S TRYING TO 

GE RECUCED TO NUTS E- AN- OLTS- LY- BREAK OUT OF HIS 


TH - MN-19 -O-- 


ANP BOLTS! 


SENP IN THE TROOPS ON THE 
POUBLE! THAT MACHINE 1S§ TRYING 
70 GREAK OUT OF WIS CELL Mf 


| tHE DECEPTION DOES /TS WORK, A 

| STEEL COOR OPENS TO APMIT THE SU 

SURGE OF ARMEL Re 
GUARPS... 


SOMEHOW, 
L PONT THIN 
THEY/LL TAKE 
THIS IN GOOS 
SPIRITS 


NOLO ITS 

SOMEONE JUST 

SLIPPED OUT 

OF THIS SECTION) (- 

ANP INTO OW 
AREAS ; 


K-Si MASTENS ON. SOMEWHERE? IN AG METH = 
AWEHL STRUCTURE , THE EMOTIONAL MYSTERY 
HE SHARES WITH HUMANE PLARES (TH: HOT 
INTENSITY, (US INSURE PRICE NOW TURNS 
TO RIGIE CPETERMINATION... mm 


DLL F/O WHAT 
I/M LOOKING FOR 
(FI HAVE TO TAKE 

THIS 
COMPLEX 
APART -- 
SECTION 


By 
\ SECTION/ 


NO! 70 
YOU THINK-- > ] > 
ay 


[ 


ARE YOu 
TAKING ME TO 
TASK BECAUSE 
OF THIS-- THIS 

PACES? 


STOP THINKING 
AN? START 
SHOOTING IF THAT 


\ THING |S LOOSE! 


X-51 HAS BEEN 
CONPITIONEP TO 


WELL-- HE KNOWS > 


WHAT HE |S 


I CAN SPEAK FOR MYSELF. 
POCTOR HAINES/ BOTH OF YOu 


WEAR THAT FACE/ GENTLEMEN KNOW MY RECORE 
WHEN: YOU REMOVED A AS CHIEF OF SECURITY. 
IT-- YOU ROBBED 
HIM OF THE ONLY Be IT’S COMMENPABLE--/ 
IPENTITY HE'S i BUT SAPLY BURPENEP 
EVER HAD WITH BIAS AGAINST 
THAT THINKING MACHINE: 


YES... I SAIP 
THINKING » 
COLONEL / 


PRECISELY A4Y. 


yOu , YOURSELF, 
POINT! THEY HAP 


GAVE THE ORPER 
THAT DESTROVYEP. 


ELS! 
THEY WENT 
MAC -- OUT 
OF CONTROL / 


HE DISPLAYS A€é 
THE QUALITIES THAT 
DISTINGUISH OWA 
SPECIES... 
Ge 


HIS FATE IS POCTOR .BROAPHURST/ WE/VE 
\41¥ RESPONSIBILITY GOT A REC ALERT“ X-5\ 
--ANP MINE HAS BROKEN OUT OF CONFINE- 
MENT/ SECURITY IS TRYING 
TO CONTAIN HIM! 


BUT, X-51 IS 


HUMAN IMAGE! 4 
(T MUST REMAIN 
INTACT AT A€4 

Zz SEE--4/ 

STANP BY 

--ONE 
MOMENT-=-= 


WAY WAIT: POCTOR BROAPHURST TURNS TO THE VISIPHONME. 
BROAPHURST/ KRAGG/S 

THIS 1S 17S | RIGHT: THESE ARE My. YOU CAWT CO THAT! 
TURN OUR ORPERS.’ CEASE HELL SLAUGHTER MY 

SONIC WEAPONS ALL RESISTANCE! \ MEN! HELL Kil US 

ON HIM! CRACK Alé 

HIS ARMOR 

WITH SOUND? 

UNTIL. [T 


BE $7724 TM FULLY YES,I COs I AM NOW 
AWARE OF WHAT I’VE BELIEVE IT/ APPING THE INGREDIENTS 
YOU INTEN? THIS EXPERIMENT WEVER 
TO PERMIT HAP ~- FAITH AND TRUST 
THAT THING iW EACH OTHERS 
TO LEAVE 
MORE J HERE--AS 
THAN THIS TO OUR pe FREE BS A 
RESEARCH > SPEciES/ 
PROJECT! ff WHATEVER 
: HAPPENS 


IT WOT BE 
EASY, FELLAS / 


ii. 
CONTINUED AFTER NEXT PAGE 


SUPPENLY, WITH A SAVAGE MOTION, X-5/ TEARS YOU/LL HAVE TO / Zt CAN'T GET 

THROUGH THE THICK METAL SHIELD BLAST ME WITH a CLEAR 

Va . “J | AN A-BomB . SHOT AT HIM 
HE'S SWAPPING THAT] | TO KEEP ME SMITA THIS 


SHIELP LIKE IT WAS | @&-. SONIC RIFLES 
MAVE OF CARBBOAROS 


WAITING. FOR 
| YOU TO USE 
f\ THOSE SONICS 


ONLY A MISSILE AT MAXIMUM SPEEP CoULe 
MATCH THE FORWARE THRUST MACE BY X-5) 
~ : 
A FEW NEW THSTS: i, 
IN THAT WEAPON L 


SHOULD. KEEP IT 
OUT OF ACTION / 


DOWN/ WE 
CAME TO TALKS 
WE/RE WOT 
ARMED-- SEE? 


THE APMINISTRATOR LL GO 
WITH YOU 


ONPERSTANCS THAT! 
: HE KNOWS: ON THOSE 


WHAT 
YOU WANT, 
We’LL SEE 


YOU NEEP HAVE WO QUALMS 
ABOUT OUR WELPING TECHNIQUE. 
IT'S VERY SIMILAR TO THE 


\, APPLICATION . 


iif, 


sick ‘ 
APPRECIATE 


AbL THAT 
YOU/VE 
PONE. 


WE/VE GOT ORPERS 
TO ALLOW YOU TO 


NOT SO FAST’ 
INTENP TO LEAVE 
THIS PLACE WITH 


LEAVE THIS COMPLEX! 

MY SQUAP HAS BEEN [ EVERY ARTICLE THAT 
ASSIGNED TO SEE WAS IN MY POSSESSION 
THAT YOU BOY 


OUR APMINISTRATOR, 
POCTOR BROAPHURST, 
INSISTEP THAT YOU 
RECEIVE PUE 
CONSIPERATION FOR TH 
TROUBLE \NE'VE 
CAUSEP YOU... 


VERY WELL... IT 
SHOULDN'T TAKE TO 
LONG TO AFFIX 
\T TO ITS 
(PROPER PLACE! 

Se a 


THAT WOULP CALL 
FOR MORE THAN 
A MERE WELPING 

JOB, MISTER. 
HOWEVER 
GIVE HIM 


IM NOT Pacane: 


WE/RE ALSO HUM! YOU MAKE THIS 
NG THE | SOUN? LIKE A VISIT TOA TO MAKE FURTHE 
GARMENTS YOU HEALTH SPA-- INSTEAP OF COMMENT... . EXCEPT ENTERTAIN 
WORE ON ARRIVAL THAT YOU'RE FREE ANY O7HER 
: TO. LEAVE NOTION , POC/ 


AMAZING 10. FANTASTIC: BUT... ILL LEARN TO REMEMBER “THIS, 
WITH THAT. FACE , THE MY EYES, DOC.) | 27VE WITH IT... NOW | MACHINE == HUMANS 
ILLUSION OF HUMANITY THEY/LL’ ALWAYS THAT YOUVE CLEARER § STILL OUTNUMBER YOU 

IBLE TO IGNORE! & REMIND ME up MY PAST, Z CAN THREE BILLION 
YOU BEHAVE... BEAL WITH THE FUTURES fe 7O 
SPEAK -- ANG, 


YOU FORGET 


YOU REMEMBER Fw/S, I WAS ORPEREP 
BLAKE! IF, BY SOME TO SHAKE YOUR 
CHANCE, WE SHOULP? EVER | HAND... WHEN 
MEET AGAIN -= CALL ME YOU LEAVE & 
MISTER! 


BUT) THERE ARE INTERESTEP WITNESSES TO 
ME PEPARTURE. 
HE/LL TAKE (T 


BY FORCE |F HE 
HAS TO! YOU'VE 
JUST RELEASED 
A WORLP MENACE, 
POCTOR/ 


WE CAN‘T KEEP 7AAT 

KIND OF BIR? IN A 

CAGE, KRAGG/ HE 

NEEPS ALL THE SPACE 
HE CAN GET / 


WHEN HIS FACE WAS 
UNPERSTAND! \WELPED, L ORDEREP 
FILL ME AN M-€ TECHMQUE! 
IN/ IT MEANT TO AFFIX A 
MOMING PEVICE 
TO HIS SKULL/ 


ALTHOUGH I’VE 
NO INTENTION OF 


HIDING FROM HUMANG, # 
THERES NO NEEC 
TO APVERTISE FOR 
THEIR ATTENTION. 


\ 


DON'T PANIC, 
KRAGG...L'M 
WOT THE FOOL 
YOU TAKE ME 
FOR. THIS IS A 
CONTROLLED 
EXPERIMENT / 


yYOu'LU LIVE TO RUE 
THIS PAY, BROAPHURST / 
WE/LL SEE HOW YOU 
FEEL WHEN THE 
REPORTS COME INS 
REPORTS OF 
INJURY -- ANP BERTHS 


THE THOUGHTS OF X-SI_ NO LONGER PWELL 
ON THE RESEARCH INSTITUTE. HE SAVORE 
THE JOY OF FLIGHT ANG THEN REFLECTS ON. 


THE VIEPOM OF THIS METHOP OF EL ooo 


~ SLL BE ATTRACTING 
CROWES OF SPECTATORS 
le IT KEEP THIS UP! My BEST 
BET IS TO TAKE THE : 
L0W ROA, AND_STAY, 


WHAT I NEEP 
NOW 1S -- 
GIRECTION. + 


IT'S NATURE 1S UNFATHOMABLE. BUT THERE /F 


AS JF IN ANSWER TO: THE PROBLEM [f 
PLAGUING X#=5/, THE MONOLITH HiT NO. PENYING THAT CONTACT WITH IT HAP 
APPEARS «4 sar HIM TO ESCAPE. HE APPROACHES 
— THE THING WITHOUT FEAR... 


WHA?! IT'S 
THE STRANGE 
OBJECT THAT 
MATEMACIZED 


I PON’T SEE 


THERE 1S NO EXCHANGE OF WORPS, RRS 
BUT THERE /S COMMUNICATION, 
: OH/ ER-- A SHINING 
NO--I SHALL WOT SEEK SORRY, INSTERL 
DESTINY, IT WILL FIN? ; 
ME-- AN? ZEA METO / SAY... WHAT 
MY PESTINEP PATH / : WAS THAT 
SHINING 
é STONE? 


WELL, YOU/VE CERTAINLY } 
GOT ME EXCITED / you APMIT TO 
400K LIKE ONE OF THE THAT HONOR, 
I DON’T KNOW MARVEL SUPER-HEROES! 
: 4 NOW... 1S 
Ses, THERE 


WHAT YOU SAW, 
FELLA-- AT y : , 
ANY RATE, IV Z By, SOMETHING 
LITTLE \ ge Z ELSE ON 
W os / oe YOUR 
: S : MINE ? 


INTEREST IN 
/ 


LISTEN / WOULP pa YOUR WORRIES ARE I’? BE PLEASED 
YOU LENP US A : \ OVER , OLIWIAS T TO HELP, MISS. | | 
MANE? NY AUNT THINK Z/VE FOUN? i PERMUT HAE... 
IS HAVING AN / ; SOMEONE WHO CAN 
AWFUL TINE I ASKEP YOU 
: NOT TO WANPER 
OFF / I/LL NEEP 
YOU MERES 


IT WILL. ONLY TAKE A I-I'VE SEEN WE/IGWT- MUSTER 
THAT! ONLY MOMENT. TO MOUNT £ LIFTERS FLEX THEIR MACHINE, 
A $SUPER-HERO THIS NEW TIRE. : BICEPS BEFORE... MISS! I-1/M 
CAN 9O THATS = BUT, YOU/RE MOST IN MECHANICS / 
MIPRESSIVEs MISTER 
ER--ER-- Ps -f Tue sust 
TIGHTEN 


lage 
A LD Pi 


Lv? a aes : 


IF YOU CAN SEE YOUR HE WANTS A MOMENTS LATER » THE CAR ANE (TS. 
WAY CLEAR TO RETURN LIFT, OLINIAs OCCUPANTS ROLL GMIOOTHLY ON THEIR. 
THE FAVOR, I CAN USE ANP. NEWFORP : 3 
IS ONLY TEN YOUVE 
MINUTES OUT ACCOMPLISHED 
WONDERS, MISTER 
MACHINE? IT 
NEVER RODE 
THIS WELL BEFORE! 


DON’T SEE 
WHY NOT. 


CONTINUED mas NEXT PAGE 


GOOP THINKING, KRINGE/ I LUKE 
A MAN WHO #0U87S UNTIL HES 
CERTAIN BUT; I HAVE THE POWER 
TO REMOVE THAT POUBT/ I SHALL 
MY VIGILANCE HAS SUBMIT HIM ‘TO AN 
] PAID OFF MANPSOMELY, UNSHAKABLE TEST! 
KRINGE , (T SEEMS THAT oe 
ONE OF THE RUMORE? :; . FOLLOW THAT 
“X- MODELS” ESCAPED ; ee CAR, KRINGE! 
GESTRUCTION/ 4 oe sate 


7 2-11 seems © Yi 

(THAT WAY, Z ( Y-vES sir/ 
MISTER <4 2 AT ONCE! 
HOTLINES 


I-I/LL KEEP PACE ALL TOO TRUES THIS IS A 
WITH HIM AT A BUT WE ARE SCRAMBLE 
OISCREET DISTANCE. NEVER WITHOUT ALERT! / GIVE YOU THE 
1F OUR QUARRY |S, PROTECTION -- ie : CO-ORPINATES-- 
THE REAL ARTICLE, ARE WE, KRINGE? ATTACK AT 

HE MAY BE Wie--J 1 
EQUIPPED TO SHALL BE 

CT i / THOSE WHO SERVE WATCHING / 
OUR: PRESENCE/ : ME KEEP a 
2 CLOSE AT HANP-- 
L/KE COGS ON 
Yen. A LEASH! 


MIS HUMAN COMPANIONS ARE UNABLE TO HEAR THAT’S ALL RIGHT, I KNEW \To-! 
THE CRACKLE OF RAPIO-WAVES COURSING MISS. THE FACT IS THERE'S ACTION 
THROUGH THE AIR, BUT X-Gl FICKS THEM UP THAT MY -- ER-- EAR- BREWING! MY 
UMAMECIATELY > 00 PHONES O72 REACT GUESS 1S THAT 

, - TO SOME SORT OF PO0CTOR POOM 

WHAT/RE YOU 

THAT WAS AN LISTENING TO 
OPP SIGNAL / SUPERHERO? ARE 

--A GARBLED yOu EXPECTING A 
SOUND? ON A by MESSAGE FROM THE 
FREQUENCY AVENGERS -- OR MAYBE 


LEVEL OF \ THE FANTASTIC FOURS? 


INFINITE 
REFINEMENT! 


JERRY/ 


AS THE CAR 1S PRIVEN OFF THE ROAR TO 
AVOIP CANGER » K@ 5 LEAPS OUT TO fy 
MEET THE CHALLENGE: « : 


STAY IN THE 
————— B | cars cow'r 
Jas as Re: J LEAVE IT/ 


HE RUSHES PIRECTLY INTO THE FATH OF THE 
ATTACKERS. A1S FOOT SHAFTS GIG INTO 
THE GROUNE? TO GAIN FIRMA ANCHORAGE. ,, 


THESE PUM-PUMS ARE UNEQUAL 
TO THE WEAPON-SYSTEM IN MY 

» FINGERS/ BUT... THEY BO , 

; KEEP TRYING? s : 


NUMBER THREE” 
1S SPORTING SOME 
KIN? OF CAM o 


“YOUR LUCK/S RUN 
OUT: IRONPANTS / 


SONIC 
WEAPON HE‘S 
CARRYING /” 


A SHOCK WAVE OF SAVAGE INTENSITY 
STRIKES H/S TARGET... ANOS 


= 4 (i 


THE HOVER-CRAFT CLOSES 
HEAVY WEAPON ROARS. 


THAT ONE \ 
MERELY 


yaad 
ME, SWINE/ & 
e\ 2 


A MIGHTY METAL ARM FLASHES FORWARP IN A 
BPEACLY ARC) UNTIL : 


YOU LOOK STRANGE. YOUR 
CLOTHES ARE STRANGE. 
Y-YOu’RE NOT LIKE ANY 
MAN I/VE EVER SEEN / 


I-I KNOW THAT 
you PESERVE 5 
AN ANSWER, MISS, 
BUT I/P RATHER 
NOT PISCUSS IT/ 


YOU/RE S7v7éed 
COMING, WITH 
US TO TOWN, 
AREN’T YOU? 
WE/LL HAVE TO 
REPORT THIS 
INCIPENT TO 
THE POLICE! 


--ER--OH, YES... 
THE POLICE... 


YO KNOW. 
THE 
HEAT! THE 
DUPES WITH 
7 UNIFORMS 
AN? BULL- 
HORNS-- YOUR 


YOU GIP 17s 


YOU. SMEARE 
THIS CREW OF 


AW, G/MON, OLIVIA! 
1G HIM! 
SUPER. ppeoee 
We 

HUNG UP ABOUT Je = 


DON’T 
ARE 
REVEALING 


THEIR TROE 
IPENTITIES/ 


IS A GENUINE 
f X-MOPEL/ 


I SHOULP 
HAVE KNOWN 
THIS WOUL? 
HAPPEN / MY 
CAPTORS HAVE 
HAP SECON 


SUPER-HERO / 


OH, WELL... I-I PON’/T 
SUPPOSE IT’S PROPER 
TO PRY INTO THINGS 

THAT @ON'T CONCERN 


I-1M 
SORRY 
BOUT ALL THIS! 
I-IT WAS 
TOTALLY 
YNEXK- 
PECTEO! 


QO0ES A MACHINE HAVE A 

SOUL? THAT QUESTION LEAPS 

70. ACTION NEVER SEEN BEFORE! 
STAN? BY FOR-- 


MONOLOGUE ON A MONOLITH 
Thus far, the outspoken opinions of Marveldom Assembled 
are anything but monolithic. Some are simply senses-stunned 
by King: Kirby’s wog-boggling treatment of the wondrous 
2001 theme; others, unfortunately, are still holdouts—ever 


hopeful of further imaginative embellishment. 

We have but one comment of our own to add: Awk! 

Now that we've got that out of our system, let’s take a 
letterical—retrospective- look at Jack’s “néw journey to the 
stars—and beyond!” 


Hail, Jack Kirby! 

You have done for comics that which has never been 
achieved. in any other medium. You have. facilitated an 
intellectual breakthrough in the realm of science fiction and 
have led us to the extreme conclusion that you are the fore- 
most literary/artistic talent to emerge within the last ten 
or so years. Your rendition of 2001: A SPACE ODYSSEY far 
surpasses the work of Kubrick and Clarke, both in rational and 
spiritual content. \ y 

Issue #3 was stupendous; the symbolism evident in Marak 
the Merciless conveys a universal. truth implicit in the formation 
of the New Seed and necessary for the continuing existence of 
Mankind. Your subtle catharsis of the Monolith with the 
barbaric existence of the “primitives” exemplifies the eternal 
conflict of future and past. The entire storyline was a well 
polished piece of fine craftsmanship. 

Congratulations! Keep up the good work! 

Mark Andrew Malamud and Cary Hammer 
49 East 96th Street 
New York, NY 10028 


Dear Marvel, 


You know, I've read three issues of 2001, along with ; 


letters and text pages, and I’ve yet to see the point of the 
magazine. It’s obviously not meant to entertain by providing 
just pure action and ‘adventure, like many super-hero titles. 
There's more to it than that, Yet what is really being attempted 
is vague enough that it escapes me, Cohesiveness suffers because 
of the lack of continuing characters (unless you want. to 
count the Monolith!). In the case of the Marak story running 
over into issue #4, I’m going to guess that once he reaches 
“fetal godhood,”” we won't see him again, either. But what 
really bothers me, | guess, is that, in my opinion, the original 
2001 said it all, and Kirby’s monthly efforts thus far have 

Pu 


only been monotonous reiterations of that same theme. We've. 
been introduced to some rather uninspiring candidates. for 
“fetal godhood,”’ but, other than that, nothing new has been 
said. It seems that if the purpose of the magazine is more than 
just pure action, which I’m sure it is, and if it’s really trying'to 
comment on the relationship between man and “‘space gods,” 
then that comment has already been made. Arthur C. Clarke 
made it, and Stanley Kubrick brought it to the, cinema-world. 
Kirby’s making much the same comment in many other books 
he’s writing. So, c‘mon, guys! Let’s not beat the issue to death! 
| sincerely hope to see some diversity in the content’of 2001. 
\'d be the first to agree that there is much room for good 
science fiction in the comic industry today, but GOOD 
science fiction is not redundant! 
Mike Christiansen 
704 S. Third Street 
Rockford, IL 61108 


It seems, friend Mike, that you and Mark & Cary have a 
fundamental difference of opinion as regards the relative merit 
of our latest science fictional undertaking—namely, 2001 as 
interpreted by Jack Kirby. You’re all. probably right—each in 
your own way—'cause the key word is interpretation. Just as 
Jack is interpreting 2001, so each and every reader is interpret- 
ing Jack’s work. In the end, it can be argued that anyone’s 
personal opinion in the matter is as valid as that of anyone 
else. However, opinions change—and we're hoping that you'll 
stick around, Mike, and get a good look at the diversity 
developing in this sensational series. 

Who knows—chances are you'll grow to like what you see! 
Dear Marvel: 

Quite frankly, when | read the next issue biurb in 2001 #4 
and learned that the follawing issue would feature Norton of 
New. York, | was riding high on imagination, enstonced firmly 
on my own private dream machine of excitement (if. you 
know what | mean). : 

Issue #5 is a bully of an idea, a comics commando perform- 
ance in creativity by Jack Kirby and Mike Royer, and I’m 
making the most of it! Norton is nifty, and seems to be some- 
what. of a sportster (or am | reading too much into the 
concept?). This installment of the on-going 2001 saga turned 
out to be as wild as a two-wheeled ride into oblivion! | hope 
the next 850 issues are as inspiring, 


Keep up the fine tradition, Jack! N. V. Triumph 


1901-77 English Drive 
Classic, Ontario, Canada 


2007: 


ODYSSey 


scanned by *Wizard* 


